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Based on your own experience, how are Jesus and the Church related to one 
another? 
 
Some felt that there needed to be a distinction between Church as the People of 
God and Church as a bureaucratic institution.  In general, people felt that Jesus 
and the Church are integrated. When the Church acts in accord with the gospel 
message and the spirit of Jesus, it is at its best.  On the other hand, when there is 
too much certitude on issues without a pastoral approach that is kind, personal, and 
compassionate, it does a disservice to all. 
 
How has the Church journeyed with you in life? 
 
All responders – even those no longer practicing the faith – are grateful to the 
Church for some of the following: deepening their relationship with Christ, 
teaching them how to pray or meaningfully participate in the liturgy and 
sacraments, giving them foundation upon which to form life’s ethics and values, 
being a consolation in times of distress, and offering a support system that was 
both spiritual and practical in times of need. 
 
How can the Church further assist in accompanying you in the spiritual life? 
 
Some individuals feel the weekly liturgies have become routine.  They want to 
feel a greater connection to community and a more prayerful one to the Lord.  
They emphasized the importance of a welcoming atmosphere, good music, 
meaningful and thought provoking homilies. 
 
Concerns that arose while discussing the Synod questions: 
 
– For many the current Church is a Church of the past.  A more forward-looking 
Church, one that’s open to spiritual renewal, broadened perspectives, and greater 
lay involvement would be welcomed.  This also involves giving women a voice to 
share their reflections on the Gospels and spirituality. 
 
– The American Church leadership has become too political by focusing on a 
single moral issue, such as abortion, while ignoring important social justice 
concerns. 
– Despite Christ’s message of love, the Church as an institution is exclusionary.  



Many recommended that the Church explore its position and practices especially 
with regard to divorced and remarried couples and toward gays and transgender  
people. 
 
– Many are aware of the priest shortage.  Suggestions included allowing priests to 
marry, ordaining permanent deacons to the priesthood, and allowing women to 
serve as deacons and priests. 
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